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Rock n’ roll never Smﬁds stili
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Fockn” roll never stands stll;

And, artists like Tom Cochrane who have
had stellar careers since their inception
awake one day, and find themselves la-
belled as "mature cock stars™ It can be w kine

7

doubt Cochrane's bt-ﬁ‘.-suundmg dige 10
dale.

Elsewhere throughowut the dise Cochrane
does a lot of the instruomentation himsel|
playing piano, guitars, and dadsig o variety

of wake up call that some fear and
don’t welcome.

Of course- this all depends on
how the artist handles it, how the
public perceives it and last but cer-
tainly not least if the music still has
& sense of purpose, originality, and
apark,

Without a doubt Xray Sterra, the
rew dise from Tom Cochrane de-
livers the goods with intensity, in-
telligence and sheer comprehen-
sion of songwriting as a cratt

Az honest and soul searching as

of experimentation  with almo-
spheric sounds and he gets I:r:,' with
major help from John Webster, Hill
Chllom I':-'I'-F'-j-:‘” 55"'."'.'; anid :."fl\.:k'.l\.i..'..:\.
our  couniny’'s best Ko
wpder” hinneave

In the end, this dise bares (he
incanny emotional feol of he al
bums Vietory Day and Nerada, bwo
ol Cochranes most stimuliting
WOFES

Whether Xraw Sieers rises
status of a work of major agtisti

k his
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sigrutrcance will be fior the rix

Cochrane is, he understands that in the back
of his mind he must satisfy himself first, his
huge fanbase and radio audience second,
and of course, like most artists, the crities ad
a third option.

Aray ﬁﬂn’:‘l waorks on all those levels,

The mid 40-ish Canuck icon blasts off the
disc with the new single I Wonder that jumps
with a sense of urgency, and gives way to
the acoustic worldbeat groove track Stone-
cufler's Armt where Cochrane laments 1o
‘raise a glass or two, and maybe smash a
few but that's okay, they’ll break their backs
for yau’.

A& wsual, Cochrane’s material works on
many levels and the wordplay on the har-
rowing track Nerthern Frontier and in partics
ular the song Art of Lislening proves that in
spades.

The latter with the lyrics, “I'm a coward
in & good fight, | can be confused but watch
out if I know I'm right. Sometimes [ can get
se close, but sometimes I'm right out of
sight, “Cochrane [inds the every day per-
son’'s point of view and fleshes it out for the
listener.

The mega june winner borrows from
himself when E]'K‘ v:l:.mksf-:;:: the octave rip-

mg euitar sgnabune nf m Life is a High-
Eﬂ:l.r and 1E1'5ﬂhndl: on top of of the sheer
commurmnercial crunch of Hearfbresk Girl

Elsewhere the tracks Willie Dixon Seid and
Marianne gnd Lenny finds the beat poet
proove inside Cochirans's head and Deart,
while Beeuliful Day conjures up Cochrane's
{and everyone's) search for the quality of life
we often take for granted.

On a sonic level | think this is without a

tory books

However, it must be said that wlille somnse
of our more well known and more suceess.
ful artists affer up warmed over fecipes ol
their craft, Tom |.1'|-.'J||.'||'|_4_- continues: jo ol
low his heart and make some of the bext mu-
"\'lll: ':'E ]'LiE entife career! I rate [hiq A4 T oxigl
of 10

ToM COCHRANE
Lreleases new dise



